
 SATURDAY DECEMBER 09, 2023  newcastleherald.com.au 

Court short:
$25m not
enough for
full stadium

$3.50
INC GST

VOICE OF THE HUNTER

The mission to find a home
for the man who has spent
more than three decades
living on the streets

FOR
PETE’S
SAKE
He’s a familiar face to almost everyone 
in the inner city. Pete, as he is known, has 
been roughing it around Hunter, Darby and 
Wolfe streets for more than 30 years. He’s a 
survivor but he’s now 75, and there’s a push 
to help find him a place to call home. 
Matthew Kelly reports, P6 Pi
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EXCLUSIVE

Michael Parris

THE $25 million state funding 
allocated for Newcastle’s new 
basketball stadium will build 
only half of it.

Newcastle Basketball has 
lodged an application with 
the NSW government seeking 
approval for a new stadium 
on playing fields in Turton 
Road, New Lambton, opposite 
Hunter Stadium.

A scoping study submitted 
with the application says the 
“works for approval have been 
designed so that the project can 
be delivered as an initial block 
of six courts and an additional 
two added later”.

“The staging approach will be 
dependent on available funding 
and full details will be provided 
in the EIS,” the report says.

“Additional funding will be 
required for the delivery and 
completion of the project.”

The full project includes 12 in-
door courts, three of which can 
be converted into a 2000-seat 
show court, to replace New-
castle Basketball’s dilapidated 
stadium at Broadmeadow.
■ CONTINUED PAGE 2
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HE IS known around the streets of inner 
Newcastle simply as Pete.

For more than three decades, his tattered 
and meandering presence has been an 
uncomfortable reminder of the rough un-
derbelly of Australia's largest regional city. 

Pete has been spat on, urinated on and 
left for dead over the years. Yet somehow he 
has survived.

His mostly non-verbal and antisocial 
manner has made it di�  cult for even the 
most well-meaning souls to engage with 
him. Among the few who have is City Sleep 
Safe director John Cross.

In addition to providing him with food 
and clothing, Mr Cross this year helped Pete 
obtain a birth certi� cate and a pension. � e 
process revealed his real name is Alwyn 
Melville Craig, born in Lithgow in 1948.

Beyond that, little is known, including 
the circumstances that led to his arrival on 
the streets of Newcastle. But years of living 
rough have taken their toll.

In recent times he has been moved on 
from the arcade where he has been sleeping 
because of a complaint.

Mr Cross, who now refers to his mate as 
"Old Pete", recently organised an appoint-
ment the Department of Communities and 
Justices' Assertive Outreach Team to begin 
the process of applying for a permanent roof 
over his head. Unfortunately, the interview 
was terminated due to Pete's refusal to 
con� rm that he was looking for housing. 

Mr Cross acknowledges Pete's needs are 
complex and challenging, but he says he is 
not prepared to see his 75-year-old friend 
left on the street in his old age. 

"With his brand new pension he can 
a� ord to buy cigarettes, before that it was 
a constant search for cigarette butts on the 
ground," Mr Cross said. 

"His newfound riches must mean a lot to 
Pete, but what would it mean to Pete and the 
Newcastle community, to be able to present 
him with some real accommodation in his 
patch? His own bed, bathroom, kitchen and 
postal address?"

Pete spends his days in the area bounded 
by Hunter, Darby and Wolfe streets. 

Mr Cross said it was important that 
accommodation was close to 'his patch'.

Clinical psychologist and senior lecturer 
Jessica Mackelprang, from Swinburne Uni-
versity's School of Health Sciences, agreed 
Pete would require accommodation close to 

his familiar surroundings. 
"People who experience homelessness for 

prolonged periods of time often build quite 
a community wherever they are," she said. 

"One of the things that we sometimes 
see is that people get comfortable even in 
the most uncomfortable of situations and 
environments; they build a familiarity with a 
place and develop a routine there. Often the 
idea of changing those routines can be quite 
di�  cult. 

"Accommodation is oftentimes assigned 
to people when they're experiencing home-
lessness, which requires them to move away 
from the people they have a connection to." 

She said building trust was essential to 
helping homeless people engage with social 
services such as housing. 

"Building a trusting relationship is pivotal 
to enabling Pete to have a sense of safety 
and hopefully to be able to express what he 

wants and what his needs are," Dr Mackel-
prang said. 

"Ultimately, what Pete may want may not 
always be what we want for him. It's about 
� guring out what is the best way to honour 
and respect the decisions of others, even if 
it is hard to understand why they may be 
making a particular choice." 

Dr Mackelprang said homeless people 
died on average 20 years earlier than the 
general population and experienced health 
issues at a younger age. 

"It's quite remarkable that somebody 
who has been sleeping rough for decades 
has survived so long. It's probably partly 
a testament to the fact that he's quite a 
resilient person who can � gure things out, 
but also the community that he's been living 
in as well," she said. 

Current homeless � gures show more 
older people living rough than previously. 

"� ere are more and more older adults 
who are experiencing homelessness as the 
population ages as a whole," Dr Mackel-
prang said. "Often you see that health condi-
tions that would crop up for a housed adult 
tend to show up at younger ages for people 
who are experiencing homelessness."

A NSW Department of Communities and 
Justice spokeswoman said the Newcastle 
Outreach Assertive Team had been engaged 
with and conducted welfare checks with 
Pete during its outreach patrols.

"Pete has continuously indicated that he 
does not require assistance," the spokes-
woman said. "Newcastle Outreach Assertive 
Team will continue to engage with Pete and 
o� er him support."

She said anyone who is homeless or at 
risk of homelessness should call Link2home 
on 1800 152 152 available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.

 Matthew Kelly 

 Pete allowed Newcastle Herald photographer Simone De Peak to photograph him for this story.  

The push to � nd a place to live for the man who has been homeless for more than three decades

Getting Pete o�  streets and into a home
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